October 1, 1952

Dr. M. X, Horowitz

Kercihoff Biological Imboratories
California Institute of Teehnology
P-sadena, Californle

Dear HNorn,

Your philologieal discoveries ecame to re 2s a
corplete surprise. I immediately checked the word
"prototroph! in my copy of Webster's Colleziate
Dictionnury, 1933. Perheps this 45 the book Josh
chiecked when he {irst sugpgested the tern, for "pro
totronh" is not listed. BSince I don't how 21l the
words in this little book, I rarely use - bigrer one.

From ny adrittedly barbsrie viewpolnt, it would
seer: that the usefulness of a neologisn should Jus-
tify its existence, There certainly wrs need for a
. word when "prototroph" wrs ermployed in 1ts lotter-

day sense, And I have vet to lesrn thet 1t eonfused
rother than elarified, H-d you mizsed the meaning
when you resd of "transducers" in thot article on
porpeises, I would perhaps have had rvore synoothy
with your point of view.

I recognize the prodlern of priority you roise
and adrit py ignorance of the fret tiint our word
"prototroph" was preocoupled. I fecl, however
that withdrawal of our definiticn now would n@é L=
prove the situation but would rathor conuse.

Should the oceasion arise in the future, I shall
adcnt the procedurs you recommend, if -nly to avoid
your sczderle wrath,

RAather than hear what the French Acader ic would
rule on the mattar, I%d profor to learn Joshis

reaction,
Best regards,
Sincerely,
. fraonels J. Ryan
FIR:kk |

CsCe Dre Joshua Lederberg



